



ORDINANCE NO. 351-AMENDED
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLAUDE, TEXAS, ESTABLISHING GUIDELINES FOR OWNERS, BUILDERS, AND DEVELOPERS REGARDING CONSTRUCTION, DRIVEWAYS, CULVERTS, AND WATER AND SEWER LINES.
WHEREAS, the City Council has the desire to ensure existing structure/lot improvements, new construction, or subdivision development within the City Limits of Claude, Texas are done according to the desires of the city council of Claude, Texas and follow current construction standards.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CLAUDE, TEXAS:
Section 1. Streets, driveways, or walkways, whether with culverts or other materials, must be approved by the City of Claude, Texas. The owner, builder, or developer will be responsible for all expenses of correcting any obstructions to drainage, or of City of Claude, Texas right of ways. Permits are required to be obtained prior to the beginning of any construction of a street, driveway, or walkway that ties into any city street or alleyway. Plans must be submitted and approved by the City of Claude, Texas and/or their engineer to ensure adequate drainage.
Section 2. A culvert of at least 12" will be required in any driveway or walkway where a culvert is desired or necessary. Any culvert of less dimension must be approved by the city council. If a dipped driveway is warranted, it must follow the natural contour of the open ditch and meet the street edge after the City Superintendent has formed such open ditch if necessary. A culvert of greater than 30' in length must be engineered and approved by the City and/or their Engineer to gain the proper length to dimension ratio. Culvert material must be new and be either in the form of steel, corrugated steel, or schedule 40 PVC or heavier. Installation and materials are the responsibility of the owner, builder, or developer.
Section 3. Construction of new streets by an owner or developer must be a minimum of quality of, or better than, a caliche base with millings at a thickness that will support the weight of maintenance vehicles, garbage trucks, and normal traffic. Owners and developers are responsible for the cost of new streets and the City of Claude will be responsible for the maintenance of streets once in place and developed. All planned new streets must have plans submitted to the city council of Claude, Texas and must be approved by the City of Claude, Texas and/or their Engineer prior to any construction.
Section 4. It is the responsibility of the owner, builder, or developer to check the availability of water and sewer service on the proposed building site.
Section 5. Separate ditches are required for water, sewer, and gas lines and they must be 3 feet apart.
Section 6. Water lines must be laid to the property line before the City of Claude will make taps. The City will do all the work from the property line to the city water main, including taps. Water lines in which have been abandoned or out of daily use for ten (10) years or more, may require a new tap and water lines. The water or public works supervisor will inspect the lines prior to any water being connected to the city.
Section 7. The cost of pipe, installation of water and sewer lines, tap fee, and water tap materials are to be paid by the property owner, builder, or developer.
Section 8. Sewer taps must be made by the property owner, contractor, or developer. Sewer taps must be inspected and approved by the city before the line is covered. Sewer taps must be made with Four (4) inch schedule 40 or heavier PVC pipe. When a sewer lift pump is used, a manhole will be required. The owner, contractor, or developer is responsible for all cost related to the sewer lift pump and manhole.
Section 9. Building setback lines are the line within a property defining the minimum horizontal distance between a buildings eves and the adjacent property line. 
a. The front setback must be twenty (20) feet or more
b. The side setback must be ten (10) feet or more
c. The alley setback must be five (5) feet or more
Section 10. Regulations for tiny homes. 
a. Tiny homes are defined as a home on a permanent foundation (not on wheels) that is 400 square feet or less, excluding a loft. All tiny home site and plans must be approved through the City Council. 
b. Tiny homes must have an egress roof access, wither a skylight or a window designed as required in the International Residential Code, (20x24). 
c. Each tiny home must have there own 911 address and be permanently connected to water and sewer with their own tap. 

Section 11. It is declared to be the intent of the city council that the phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, and sections of this ordinance are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section of this ordinance is declared invalid by the judgement or decree of a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, or sections of this ordinance since the city council would have enacted them without the invalid portion.
PASSED and APPROVED on the 8 day of December, 2025 at a regular meeting of the City Council of Claude, Texas, which meeting was held in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Texas Gov't Code, 551.001, et Seq. at which meeting a quorum was present and voting.



									_______________________________
ATTEST:								Twila Baldwin, Mayor


______________________________
Alexandra Sharon, City Secretary

